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Karl Wolff

)
S8 Opergruppenfuhrer and General der Waffen 88; Chef das
Personfilichen Stab Rfss; Mitglied des Reichtages

Wolff was born on 13 May 1900 in Darmstadt. Information on
his family and background is lacking. He served in World War I
and ended the war as a lieutenant. From December 1918 to May
1920 he was a member of the Freikorps Hessen and later of
Reichwehrschﬂtzenregiment 35

According to Frischauer (see list of sources) he joined the
Nazi Party and the 88 in 1931 (his Party no. was 695131, his S8
no. 14235). The 38 Dienstaltersliste records that he became an
Untersturmfghrer (2/Lt.) in February 1932 and was promoted
Hauptsturmfghrer (Captain) in January 1933. In July of that
year he joined Himmler's Personal Staff of which he eventually
became the Chief. For two years previously he had been A.D.C.
to General Ritter von Epp, the Reichsstatthalter of Bavaria.

His progress in the 8S officer corps was rapid. He was
promoted Sturmbannfghrer (Major) in November 1933, Obersturmbann-
fhhrer (Lt.Col.) in January 193§, Standartenfuhrer (Col.) in
April 1534, Oberfghrer (Brigadier) in July 1934, Brigadefghrer
(Major-General) in November 1935, Gruppenfghrer (Lt. Genersal)
in January 41937 and, finally, Ubergruppenfghrer (General) in
-January 1942,

In addition to his varied duties as Himmler's principal
adjutant and close confidant, he was also appointed the Reich§-~-
f%hrer's personal liaison officer at Hitler's Field Headguarters
on the outbreak of war. He was replaced in that capacity by
»Hermann Pegelein in 41943 on his posting to Italy. In July of
that year Wolff set up an advanced staff in Munich to prepare
an operational SS and Police Command in Italy in the event of the
possible defection of Badoglioc, and in September he was sppointed
Senior Commander of the S8 and Police in Italy, in addition to
his existing function as Chief of Himmler's Personal Staff. The
usual title of these S5/Police supremos in, and outside, the
Reich was there 85 und Polizeifghrer, but Wolff was created
chhsté SSPF; a distinction shared only by Prgtzmann, who held

the same post in the Ukraine.
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Wolff remained in Italy until the capitulation in which he
played a leading role, except'fof a brief period from the end of
May to the beginning of July 4194l when he took the cure in
Karlsbad and was temporarily replaced by‘Pr%tzmann. His prinéi-
pal task was to coordinate and @onduct anti-partisan operations,
except in the area of military operatioﬁs. Whilst nominally
under the OB Sgdwest (Kesselring) he was primarily responsible
to Himmler. In July 1944 he was also appointed the Military
Plenipotentiary (Beﬁollmgchtigter Genersl der Deutschen Wehr-
macht in Italien) replacing General Toussaint. In this capacity
too he was subordinate to Kesselring. At the same time he was
police adviser to Mussolini and was concerned with the recruliting
of Italian volunteers for an Italian S3 force: according to
Deakin (p.602) about 10,000 men were organised in S8 battalions,
of which two existed at the end of the war (Graziani:  Processo,
1948) . |

Wolff was handed over by the Americans to the British occu~
pation authorities, but no charges were preferred against him in
connection with war crimes in Italy. He was, however, sentenced
on another charge by a Hamburg denazification court in 1948. IHe
was released from Werl prison in 1951 and thereafter set up as
an advertising agent with a house by Starenberg lake in Bavaria.
The chance discovery of a document dealing with anti-~Jewish
measures among the captured records in Alexandria, the contents
of which were made available to the German judicial authorities
in 1960, caused him to be re-srrested in January 1962 for
alleged complicity in the deportation and liquidation of Jews
in the Bast in 1941 and 1942. On 30 September 196L, after a
trial lasting more than ten weeks he was sentenced by the
Munich Assigzes to 15 years harda labour fbr his part in the mass
murder of at least 300,000 Jews in Poland.

Fraenkel, who visited Wolff in prison while gathering

material for his book, describes him as ‘'a man of some charm

and humour'.
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The follerw:\.ng a:fo ths relevant de‘balls of the PW mentloned. :.n ‘bh:l.s :
” Name PR g Rank ', L - Appmntment‘
WOLFF S8 Obergmpgenfuekmer and. Ihll'ba.xy Plem.po*bent:z.ary azﬂ
T : General der v‘affen—-SS .. Hoschster 8% und Pollzez.fuehrer
: o in ITALY, _‘
* POHL, . Gc'snei'al'der Buft;zvai‘fei B lGOO Geman A:.r Fnroe :.n ITALY.
 HARSTER S8 Gmppenfuehrer and Bd.S ITALIEN. ’
T Genera.lleu‘cnarrb d.er s 8
Lo Pol:Lze:L ‘ R T AR
LEYERS Genexelnwgor o ,~-""5Hbad of RUK in TTALY (Mllltany
| ST x Eoonom:.os a.nd Amaments Staff.
o  EUELOWIUS Gemralma,)or - o 1 : _Inspeo‘l:or of FOI“blfloe.’Glons :Ln T e
T z == ‘ .

o If the 1nforma.’clon oontalnec’l. in thls report is requ:.red for mx'ther
d;:.strlbutlon, prlsoners' names should NOT be mentioned and the text so- para-
phrased as ‘co g:Lve 1no 1nd:|.cauons of the methods by 'Whloh :.’c 1s ob‘balned.

gE - ; ;25 ﬁfm»w wav*’

*,'*/, .
Y S '(W.S. VALENTINE )
R H Lt Col' :
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1. .mzx PERsoNAmes

A. .‘ V\Tom Pmﬂ‘ .".'5.0.."..........".‘...."'.“.. '
B. WOLFF I'lARSTER .co-,c.oo:roo'.co-a-..-uc-u-o-uuouo
Gq WOIIF‘F"’POI‘HJ IIEYERS“BUELMUS ant'oqnﬁocﬁnnlot."-

2, ""THE FUTURE OF GERJ\LANY 4D B's BART IN IT.

wom DOHL LEXERS-BUEL@HUS5

; Ident:.fled persona.lrbles mentloned 11’1 'bhe tsxt

CANARIS, -Oons‘;tfant"in‘ R 8- S’candax'benfuehrer. On speolal mission 0.

" ST SR 'ITALY for KALTENBRUNNER ancl SCHEIC[ENBERG. PW. '
HE’IDRIOH, Reinhsxrdt o o ss Obergruppenfuehrer. Gh:Lef of the’ Slpo and o
R St 8D “before KAITENBRUNNER, “Reich Protector of - R

. BOHEMTA and. MORAVIA +111 k:.llea. in 19824 oo

‘megrTL - SS Stummbamfushrer, Personal ad;]utan’c 'of‘ |

: . . KADENERUMER. - S
| KALTENERUNMNER, Brnst =~ .59 ‘Obergmppenfuehxer;_'\’.Chi;e-’f'"éf the'*sip_o_ il
--LA.NG - . " '_.Ofllclal in Genna:a Embassy to IT.ALY‘ .

: RAINER, Dr. Fra.edm,oh "Gaulel‘ber and Relohssta.t'bhalter nf CARIN'I‘I‘BIA
, IYRAHN, Rudolf L o Germa.n Ambs.ssa.dor in- ITALY. S .
SCIELIENBERG o B SS Brlgad.emehrer and Generalma,)or der Pollze:.' S
R SRR Head ofAmtVI andt«l:eMllltaemsohes Amt of

_SPEER Alberb o E R Re:Loh M:Ln:.ster for Amaments and Wa.r Produot:.on.__‘ L

' STREOKENBACH AR | A SS Gmppenfuehxer and Generalleutnant d.er Pol:l.ze:l..

Comnander of ‘an ss DlVlSlon in: ‘bhe East. , TZL 1
.early 192;2 Head of Am‘b I of RSHA..

P i

e NAZD msommms. |

/ A- s Name.v ol ARa.nk' ' A;gpo:.ntment £ \ o

WOLFB‘ o 88 Obergxuppenfuehrer a.nd_

' .“-fPlempot'fntlaIy in ITEALY and
General der Waffen—SS. : ‘

B POHL < o ‘General der I:ui"bwaffe

. +++++++++++++++'  s
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phery :;;}_;j OSDIO/CMF/X 189
g _ 4 Conversatlon held on. 29 Jun 11-51. w‘“ \k
WOIFE i H[MMIER Was far ‘boo muoh under the Fuehrer s ’chumb. .\ Too muoh of a L E
o _yes-man - ,jp.st llke KESSELRING—. L . R o é Lt
POHL o If anybody had 'been able 'to 'br:mg off the 201:11 of July W:L‘thout I-E[M/LLER f
WOLFF ;- . Tt HEVTRICH end T bad been there .o T could have dons it with. KALTEN— o
" ERUMNER. too, but I déuld never have risked doing it writhout HIMIER, ' !

HIMMLER was always too undecided about. everything. - He ooild have pu‘b .
GOERING out of the way, and he oould stlll have saved 8 great deal in +the
: .A.lI‘ Foroe too. . .

‘ -

POHL 97 The ‘man Wwho suoceeded in irmrder:.ng H[TI.»ER Would have been a hero :m mJ S R
~ eyes. It's ’cerrlble what thau man: has brought on us.- ' .
VIOLFF : - If we had only 1mom : - , _
_ POHL i We at least guessed 1‘b but We refused to bel:Leve :Lt. We 1ooked on o
T while he threw ourselves and our ohlldren into the melee. i We couldn't g
‘say what-we wanted o find out the truth during the war,  HIMMIER and ~ . !

© " KEITEL and all those people 1<:new every'thlng tha‘b was goa.ng on, . a.nd ‘bhax
are the- gu:Lli:y ones. ' , _ o ‘

. B. - o Neme Rank T R Apgo:_ntment.: RRTEN R
- WOLFF G ss Obergruppenfuehrer and . Mlitary Plempoten’clary a:nd DIRE R
L General der Waffen=SS\ . Hoechster S5 urd Pol'x.za.fuehrer in }
- HARSTER 88 GI‘U.ppenfuehrer and. “"'Bds ITALIEN. L ITALY

"Generalleutnan'b der
o -_P@llzel. .

+++++++++++++++++++++ T

- Oomrereatlon held on 1 J‘ul !.;-5.

WOLFF You know of OOUrsSe . ’cha’c CA.I\IARIS WS sen't dovm here by SOIEMEBIEERG ta
L  find out if I hed gone to SWITZERLAND again about the'negotiations, = The
© Reichsfuehrer covered me up with the: Fueh:cer , but it was prefe:c'able for ,
the whole scheme to fall. ’chrough and: for me 4o be sent to the gallows rauher N
than that I should undertake anyth:.n,g 'hJ.ch -did not ocome - from- SCHELLENEERG' .
Amb VI ! ° CANARIS told me that he Telt very badly sbout his mission;. he saW,
that What I was doing was for GERMANY's good, and he:did: riot. want to Anter- .
vene. - KALTENBRUNNER 1ntervened on uhe 10th of Apr:Ll. S E

HARSTER: HOETTL sa:Ld to. me a‘b ‘the end of Apr:.l dn. BOLZA.NO "You ‘W’.Lll flnd yoursel:f'
o . in serious trou?ole beoause of your relat'lons w:.’ch WOIE‘E" , or somethmg l:x.k:e ‘

; 4tha‘t. _ _ ‘ i-.
WOLF® v | KALTENBRUNI\IER always appeared ‘eo me ’co be a very resex'ved type, who *was |
- D hard to get near. as man’ to man. - HEYDRICH wa.s 11ke that too, only more
-oymcal ‘ . T P P : .
HARSTER HEIDRIOH had more heart ‘than KALTENERI;}NNER o L

WOLFE &~ All the same he had oer*ba:.n human quall‘bles. . He Was pretty Well pleyedf.‘-
o ,.out ‘of ‘course, - He never upceeded in gectlng on the same level as the |
St 7Reichsme1rmer or the Fushrer, mentally. - After I"]EYDBICH'S death I tried JG‘? o
. transfer my fx‘lendshlp to -as. HEYDRILH‘S successor, because ’che WOLFF-? L
»'HEY;DRICH frlendshlp Was one of ’che plllars‘ o:f‘ the orlglnal SS. I o;f‘fered b




< : ~TTms 11 3
1 2] ems PUBLIC RECORD CFFICE | |

R EINSE 1 0THD

ditions and that your use of it may be subject to
=Ct to the Public Record Office's terms and con ‘
D rextiotar thlcho:g 'rslr?o‘:g:t?ofﬁ?gwen in the "Terms and Conditions of supply of Public Records’ leaflet displayed at and available
copyright restrictions. Furine from the Reprographic Ordering counter.

ST TOP SEGRET _ )

o@mﬂm&lw

h:un 1y frlen&shlp, and even used "Du" to: h:Lm,

but he never made a.ny
use of y offer. : . .

HARSTER KALTENBRUNNER'S harc’i.ness ras an overoompensa’clon of hlS baslc Wea.k-_ '
- ness. He never ssid anything worthvhile, - That was his most notice= S
able oharacterlstlo. He never succéeded in suiting his abilities to 5
‘his position, ~And he had a completely unjustified an1m081ty towards i
- STRECKENBACH. ~ There was only ong man as far as- KALTENBRUNNE{R.was con~ ¢ '
cerned and that was SCBE‘LIENBERG the- former 1llegal SS man., , o h
"WOLFR B‘u:b SGIIELIENBERG was vexy much 1n ‘bhe Relchsfuekmer s 'ba.d "books. ' r
’ v'you know why ? P : _ : . , =

- HARSTER  : I know that ’che Relchsf‘uehrer c'iemand.ed 'thaJc STREGKENBACH should be o , .
© promoted to Major-general on the 30th of Jamary, and SCI-IELLENBERG‘ sald R
"I won"b do it, no man can be a. MaJor—general at 32 ycars old"s ‘

T never mew with KAIEENBRUNNER and SCHELLENEERG whioh one of ‘them SR
-controlled the other. :

, . SCHELLENBERG weis certainly inordinately ambitious, .
) ‘Any‘th:x.ng ’chat did not or:u_glna‘te from: h:m Was of no mgportance to him,

WOIFP : -

T 0 MNeme V&@g R ;q:.”A@ummmf“ b
_ ss Obergx'upnen-—» E

S ' M‘Lll‘taxy Plem.poventla:cy a.nd Hoechscer SS S
“WOLF® - fuehrer mhd General v
_ _ dor Varfon-so, und. Pollzelfuebrer in ITAIX , :

POHL ' Ge?eral der Luf’*i;- . G-OC Ge:ma,n Alr Fo:c'ce in ITALY
: wa. Ieo .

LEYERS | , Generalma,]or L :Head of RUK in ITALY (Ma.lltaxy Eoonomlcs
S SR e Arma.ments Steff, D)o o
: BUELC:’WIUS : vGe‘,ner'a]ma,jcr : ‘ ,Inspec“bor of For'tlf‘lcatlons :Ln ITALY

Gonversatlons held f‘rom 7 - 11 Jul L;.5.

(Not a.ll tbe speakers Were. present at ea.ch corrversa’cltm)

IEYERS & The éi.:a.sgus’t,lnb part of it was ”chat every'thlng was wa_l;ched and. sunerv:l.sed.

from two different quarters at once.  You couldd't do anything. a’bou’c it inn
ITALY, it was all dlx-ec-ted from the: Reich, according to the good old. prlnclple N
cof- "D:Lv:z.de et Impera®, ' '

~In the economio fleld there were a.lways at . ledst
two. organlsatlons 3 and towards the end far more;, with' which one had +to con=:
o tend.  Pirst it Would be HIMMLER. snd. 'SPEER,” ther

n' the M:Llluary Crmma.nd, and
- of course the SD - yes, ». sometimes there were four dlf'fere,n‘b orgamsatlons .
* which one had ‘o avgue with,. A1l the- ‘same; things were not in fact so bad
as théy sound, Thesé people’ never worked dlrectly against the RUK,- But
* - then the Foreign Office used %o. Pbut its ocar in, Herr RAHN and his various |
- posts.  The others u,nderstood us well enough- for us t0 . be able to work o
with “them, but it was quite unposs:Lb].e with Herr RAHN and the people under .
- him, * " They removed my RUK representative ‘(Rue. stmagskonmandanten) in TURIN.
- ' LANG and RAHN wouldn't ¥est wnbil the man was )

forced to leave; o no
grounds at all’ elther, gust because they Wan'bed to make m:.sehlef. '
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{EYERS - :+ - 1 Was once: havlng a celebratlon at Home in’ HERLIN when I go‘b
: ~ a phone call from SPEER, © "I should like to see, you tomorrow :
- morning. = You are my personal representa‘l:lve in ITALY, and y_ou
. will be leaving at twelve o'clock tomorrow for MILAN by air"
Tmagine that, a- 01v1lla_n could send- off a General somewhere w:Lthou't
. even asking my OC ! - The way we soldiers allowed that to happen to
- us.! However, I used to take advan’cage of this Zl.l‘I'f_pOSl’tl_Ol’l, because .
i anybady wanted some’chlng out of me I could always say: "L am
SPEER's " representative, and can do nothing mthou'b hlS perm:Lss:.on
d the man could" do no’ch:.ng a.bouu 11;. N , .

+++++{++++++++++++++4+++

 IEVERS .t Did yow know that RAHN, RATNER- and WORET all looked’on themselves |
. : ‘as successors o RIBBENTROP 7 '

BUELOWIUS : ~ WOLFF £00 ?

IEYERS " : = Yes, with H_EM\ILER'S _blessnlo. - It was a bad state of affairs; we
' © 'had aidezen foreigr ministers, and not oné of them could achieve a |
things Everythihg was done behind the peoplea back,. I tell you, I -

am tired of being.dragged Into a mess because of thése people.: They
" _are the ones who have got us into this mess, and they should now be -
- paying for it. The SS always poked their noses into. ever,;rbhlng , and -
‘now they should be 1ef to ge’c out. of- 1‘c as bes’c “bhey can, Just as we
have ’co. , . . , . -

++l(llll!l!lllllv!!_LLlLl.L'
.lljllllllll4llll.l(\llll

L '(readlng bout General FRITSCH) |
IEYERS or POHL 'z A' Whau a dlsgus’clno bus:mess "'.' e
IEXERS _or‘ POHIJ : ‘To thlnk ch:.ngs l:Lke 'bhat could happen

WOLFF s R May T say somethlng, gentlemen ? In 1938 there was swarn
: - ev:Ldence available that E‘RITSCH, who was a well=kmown bachelor, Was
‘8, homosexual. This evidence, which was irrefutable, was. shown by
the Relohsfuehrer personally to the Fuehrer,  The: Fuehrer then’ e
ordered that the evidence: should be destroyed, and. that nothing was
40 be done.in the matter, - The Reichsfuehrer and HEYDRICH obeyed him,
and destroyed all the material., 4 ll'b’cle ‘later the order ‘came to take
~ proceedings against FRITSCH, and an attempt was them made to reconstruct
the case from memory ., but: of course it was haturally :anomple tes It
was well-known that FRITSCH had done all kinds. of sadistic and maso-
. chistic things, bub nothing oeuld be done now because the Reichsfushrer
had fa.l’chfully carrled out the orlglna.l order: ‘bo destroy ‘che ev:l.dence
aga:.nst th ' . : . ,

LEYERS or POHL 3 “But they were always 'brylng; o saddle Army men: w1’bh accusa’clons
of that klnd.

LEYERS or PCHL i Yes, ’ch@re was a system beh::.nd 1'b. .— s _
.LEXERS‘\OI' POHL Far worse ’chl,ngs Wen't on __:Ln the »Par'ty‘.iv Thlnlc o:f’STREICHER, a.nd
o 'mmm - Lo e o  j““”
LEYERS or PCHL | Wby dJ.d “Ghey,, have -ho bx/'lng up, such th:.ngs before ’che Fuehrer ‘5 ,
'LEYERS or P.QH]'; S D:Lsgra.ceful ! .
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',_SE'GRET

TOP

o csn:tc/cm/x 18»};

LEYERS or POH:L
Wem i

i WOT-sFF s ObergW.QPenfuehrer and’ Z\hl:):tary Plempo‘ben'tlary o
R e ~General der Waffen-SS .‘ - ."-Hoephster 88 und Pol:.zelfuehrar
SR /*:Ln ITALY e g el

o N b | EETR o : ‘ :J e SR o
POHL "Genera.l der Luf‘cwa.f‘fe. GOC Germa.n Alr Fo:me :m ITALY. R
. HARSTER &S Gruppeatushrer ard BdS ITALIEN. ST
.47 Generalleutnant dex' R BRI
' .'_Pol:.zel i T

LEYERS i Generahnaaor il
SR ‘ 'bs Staff.)

i ‘-'L"»}Ecenomos

; B}JELOWIUS Generalmaaor CenE v-"'Inspec'tor cfi' Fox'tlflcatlons dn- o

Ou’cwardly they are conc:.la.a:bory bu‘c :m pra.ct::.ce_{ ‘they are
1a : )y 8 "'S't hem, and now»»-"

-:;>Beca.1is‘e' of ’¢h1s and that j 0 c“w{vg G
. Allience: because of WOLF.B*'-- or von'_VIEr INGﬁOFF@ T .POHL,
v S‘bake :m 'bhe Far East. S Fhine i

. o2 ;

i .go:mg to d.o in the nex'b game, the game Br

L ﬂ'game, Wha.ch enc'led n. thel, “ge u“{::mg the ha.rbours- £ GENO.
R intact, ‘and the future Premier of ITALY; whom'l -
RO ,,},could ha.ve certalnly "ondenmed to &‘bh,:‘lWa_.s ery elegart and pléasam;f-iand

'honoura’ble. v Bu’s do t’ forge-b tha Jr,he greate t success of all; the: oapﬁ:bu—

shupidity, that ;jha.s not: ye‘t been

i
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' just the same obstinacy and directnsss. There is ‘absolﬁtelyho: o
question that they shell do us out of what is our due. I shall® -~~~ o
oreate a scandal about” it in the highest quarters. “But they won't: - - . .

‘do that, they don't need to do that, they have so much, as the victors."
‘We must have decent conditions; the least should be that.we and those

. under us, the Army Group, are given privileged treatment, ~ And that
will happen.. = We were the means of the capitulation, and it is not
to be thought of that we should be made use of, and no more.. When we.
have achieved that, then comes the next step: ~ they are now in a simi-~
lar position in GERMANY as they were here in- ITATY in February. Think = -

for a moment; Where wé have. got people what we. can do, what. our policy -
will'be; it will have.to depend on whom we-have got, and with whom we =
carry it outs Do we want %o do it all alons, do we want to be always -
~in the foreground, and act as a buffer ? Or are we to underteke a .
' civilian sdministration, I don't mean the premiership, but rather
“"Chief of oivilian administration™ (Chef der Zivilverwaltung) ?  Of
© cobirse, with the help of the Allies: they will give us foodstuffs, as
far as is necessary; and rawmaterials to set up our industries again,
“and so on.. We have-shown that we are capable of managing things; we
administered this difficult country here, and with successs . We shall
naturally play a decisive parf ourselves in the administration at the" ,
beginning.. When all is said’and done, we have alweys shown-ourselves -
. %o be true to our commitments, efficient and incorruptible, and where
- are they going to find others with such qualifications T

deebebebrbob bbbk

."E'Gonversatiéns held.on 9 JUJ- h5.

LEYERS  : -~ Now that Bolshevism is knocking at our door, snd we are despised and
" hated by the whole world, something must-be done to set German Aindustry on
its feet again, Of course we shall ‘hardly be in the position ‘ourselves
for some! years to have any influence on the other nations, and bring °
- ‘about any improvement in the present low standard of living of the Gexman .
. people, .- And then it is the intention of the Allies to lead ‘our.-youth imbo %
completely different ways of thinking, and. they have already started
printing new school books - they are determined to drum the Teutonioc _
'spilrit out of the heads of our. young peopls with ‘every means at their. BT
- disposal. SR T e s e

, WOLFF v:f What can be ane abou{i”iﬁf-‘?f -

IEYERS :  Nothing at all for the pwesenb.  And we daren't oomplain sbout it

githgr ; or else they will bring up the  guestion of Jew-baiting, quite e
- illegically, of course. No, we just have to allow the grass to grow

. over the excellent education our sons and heirs have reveived, and we
can't even offer passive resistance. S T e '

WOLFEF B Y.es,' we are in :E"or"-f.some' very fpléa:santi times.

BOHL ¢ - The &mericans will have to supply every Gountry in EURCPE with food~
 stuffs, but’ they need their shipping for the Far Fast; and there isn't o
: enough shipping space.  God knows what will heppen when we and all-the . ™
. vest of the troops gebback home §- . oo e

 LEERRS : Tt just can't be helged. . Ve mista't lose oourage becsuse of ite .

) POHL 3 VWhen you 'remembz_'a':'c;}tha"u ,'-af”c"e-;r ‘c,he'ilast_fw'a;r‘fé. gi'eéti ma:vri:j,prisibners}'wér\e ‘
SR - not. ‘sgn*b"home- for two years -you get an unpleasant feeling in the stomach.
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. WOLFE - s Both the Russ:La.ns and the Engllsh are . trylng to outdo one ano’cher _
- g 1n Jéhe mnnber oF - arrests they ‘are mak::t,ng, but 50 lono as ‘chey are: only
suspeo‘ced and nothlng can be: “proved agalne‘t bhem, +that's all rights =
o In two or: three. years: all the political- prlsoners, more or less 3 will
- have- 'been released and we shall cret home,. 2 o B
“LEYERS ¢ Yoru. were alNays an op’c:unlst, siry ’ May God grant :Lt is only ’cwo
S _'years =T *bhlnk We: shall all 'be banlshed, a la Napoleon. :

: BUELOWIUS . Have you notlced from wha’c he papers ‘say how the Russ:Lans apgear to SR

. - be d01ng more for- the. populatlon in GERMANY. than we. éxpected they Would
UL And théy ‘seem 0 e ‘much more: frlendly than the: Engllsh, Foo.  The! :
Russzans don't treat the Germahipeople: as: etemies, and’ flnd it muoh
. pasier than the English to have contact W:L’ch :Lndlv:.duals = W:L’ch Women,

. "‘chat means. ,'

- WOLFF i Well we ourselves are qul te helpless for ’Ehe momen‘t. _'- We must wa:L’c
SRR 'tlll the elections in ENGLAND: are over; and +ill after the Big Three .=
. meet:mg. We. must walt too $illuthe - ha’cred against: the '8S has d:Led down

© . a bit, énd. ’chey haive' s’copped ‘showing theseé pho‘begraphs and films. Pu.bl:.o

. -opinion is. agalnet us’ at the. moment. For a few mon’chs We can‘t do any-
-th:mg, 0T for a month a‘s leas’c. _' T T S S : v

IEYERS: : - 1 am for-sbsolutely free tirade. I‘t 'vvould be. absurd to- :Ln'broduee che :
S L7 same ‘414 bureaucratio system. again, +that is the reason “for our failure to: .
" make good. . The ‘pecple’ of" FRANKE‘URT(, for instatioe, will have. to arrange '

with the people of MUNIGH for an exohange of: goods. . The Bavarlan
o Governmen't will have “to’ take a hand in-ite: - and for the same reason 1’0
‘is most :mpox*l:an’c that Jchere should be a Govermnent 1n ’che Engllsh Zone

w If_as Well _ B
? ',::' Wha‘b people should be 1n 1t ‘? T
: LEYERS.': e I should exclude everyone From. Kz'e:leelter and upwards, and all men

‘ who. Have been in. Goncentration camps, beoause ’chey would be too emblt tered
.~ and ‘all the 0ld Nazis too, of course. . We need, people ready 4o .work From

morning to night) and, Have no partloular pol:n.tlcs. _ Bas:t,oall’)r 1’6 would ¢

be a sort of National SOOlallsm, ‘but Very- much: watered down. . One- ’bhll’.\o
' above all must go, ‘and thet is ce"'l’crallsa’clon., o That was & d:l.sas’cer for

R v ‘must be- work, work, Work, because: we shan"t only e Worklng for our=. .
“selves, but shall- have 1o give up.at least two 'thlrds to other countries.

' & 'v_;l't 1S oertaln in any. oase tha‘t ‘bhe Engllsh canno’c manage any‘chlng along,

T ObVlOU.Sly 1f ’chey are, g01ng o ban fhe whole General S*baff E ’chey are
go:.ng to lose the best heads of; the natlon. e :

IEYERS s That is to0 personal aviews We have sc,en tha’c there are ac’cually
SRR _.very few really good heads. R B ’ R

. WOLFF S T thlnk Jfshe Western Powers have already deolded to all.ow the Gexmw:ls '
: . to administer their coun’cxy - under Allied” superv1s1on ‘and with' the: advice
e of the Allied Commission. I think ‘that an administrative staff w:_ll have
0 be formed, without any tltlea, 2 _oul’se sunple affair, who should develop
the plan. and subm‘c it for epproval to the Allied. Comm:.ssmn. CAfter al
‘certain time’we shall have the chance: of belng taken . up among the nations
of the world, Just. 1ike ITALY under PARRT, ~ Tt's not true that the right

o -i%, orelse Nazi officials. willihave to be tged. I had no experience’ of

a&nlmstra’clon when I - star’ced but' T am cer'taln that ong. does no’c need.: to Ma

B ven exper'h in- adm:Lms‘cratlon 1n order Joo :'b, good Buergexmels’cer :

) ‘//‘/'

‘us. - The Bavarian Chember Gf Commerce: ‘must be in MU'NIGH and not in. BbRLl'N.

- people are not to be found = that either: ;f'orelgne:r's .will have ‘o come 1"130 . ':
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88 Obergruppenfuehrer WOLFF, on the evening of his arrival at
CSDIC, CMF, was granted an interview with HUEGEL, with whom he was previously

In the course of the conversation - virtually a monologue ~

reproduced below, WOLFF gave am snimated and breathless account of the vicis-

negotiations in Northern ITALY. . :

/\\ situdes through which he-passed during the final stages of the capitulation
/

bbb bbb

Personalities mentioned in the text

Name

EEELITZ
DESSLOCH
DOLLMANN
HERR

HOFER Franz

I.EMELSEN

MENZEL

MOIL

?OHL Ritter von
ROETTIGER
RUNKEL

SCHULZ

SCHWEINITZ von - .

VIETINGHOFF

WENNER

WESTPHAL

" Appointment

Colonel. G of S, 10th Army.
Col, General, GOC L4th Air Fleet.

388 COberfuehrer. 838 LO %o O.—-in—-G_SOUTH—-WEST.,

General, GOC 14th Army,

SA Obergruppehfuehrer. Gauleiter of Relohs~
gau TTROL~VORARLEERG.

General,  GOC 10th Army,

Major General, C of S to-Gen. SCHULZ, -
It. Gena On staff of ikth Air Fleet. -
Generale . GOC GAF in ITALY,

It, Gens . C of 8, Amy Group C.
Colonel. C of S, l).].'bh Ay,

Major Gen. Successor to VIETINGHOFF as ¢ in
¢ SOUTH-WEST, = Formerly GOC 1 Para Div.

144001, To/Abwehr, 0.B.S.W. Plenipotentiary
at the capitulation negotiationss -

- Gols General. C in C SOUMH-WEST until, shortly

before the capitulation in Northern ITALY.

S8 Obersturmbammfuehrer, Adjutant to 8S ‘
Obergruppenfuehrer WOLFF and plenipotentiaxy
at the capitulation negotiationss .

L, General.  C of S %o KESSEIRTING

e o NPT
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HOFER asked me to go and see him at his estate, and the Archduke
of HUNGARY and AUSIRIA -1 can't remember his name now - got me a
car and I drove over to MERANO. I arrived there at two o'clock
completely exhausted. - GRAF, SCHIPPENHAUER, ROETTIGER, MOLL from
Army Group, then ROLF, HOFER and o Major REICHNITZ (?) a military
adjutant, were there. It was a frightful meeting which lasted
from two to half past seven ~ the most depressing thing you can
imagine, because not a.single practical decislon was arrived at
and everybody was shaking with fear, HOFER was bitterly disappoin-
ted that I did not support all his political demends and that the
others seemed quite unmoved by them. He wanted to go on being
the leader and feudal lord of the Maria Thereslan Reich of his
dresms - which, incidentally, was to include BOHEMIA-MORAVIA,
SILESIA, BAVARTA, BADEN and WUERTTEMEBERG .o ,

 Bventually there was a big row between ROETTIGER and MOLL on
one side and HOFER on the other.  HOFER made all sorts of demands
and said that he was there by order of the FUEHRER, -that it was he
who shaped the political will of the population, and that the mili-
tary oommanders were only there to enforce the political trends he
indicated, Well, his fine hopes were dashed by the rest of us,
and he became very despondent. ' ’

My representatives, in the meantime, had been given full powsr
to act on my behalf and I told them to take any measures they con-
sidered necessarys 1 gave SCHWEINITZ o kick in the pants and told
nim not to dare to come back without the signatures I wented. I
thought to myself: we must bring this thing off ‘somehow.  We
arrived home again at half past seven in the morning and I was 8O
exhausted that I went to sleep for two hours. Then all sorts of
other talks went on. At two in the afternoon the partisan leader,
5 CLN man, who commended the whole operational mone, came o se€ mC.
His name is Dr. DE ANGELIS, I don't know whether you've ever heard
of hime TWell, to begin with he was very mild and tried the gentle
approach, giving in to points here and there and putting his own
demands very tentatively and always based on orders he had received.
from MARK OLARK to take the government more or less into. his own
hands = or at least to have a share in it., He wented to post a
mixed gusrd at the town hall and a combined administration, or at
least an Italian, in the post of vice president, even if the vice
prefect was a Germarn. In short, his conditions were very. ob&CUTEC
Then there were more discussions during the night between half past
one and two and I said: "Very well, I am willing to agree. In

the first place, because I think it right to choose the way which

will avoid further bloodshed.  Secondly, I am also willing to

receive a represembative of MARK CLARK provided he has been given :
plenaxy powers, and I shall discuss everything with him whether the
terms are .generous or not,  But the other demands are of such far-

reaching political importanoce thoat T cannot discuss them"., My

reason for saying this was partly Just that I wanted to teach these .

partisans to come back the following morning at ten, or at some
reasonable time; T had already been conferring with them since two

" otclock in the afternoon and I thought that that wasn't the right

way to treat a Highest German Police Gommander and Army Group

" Qommender - bothering him betwsen half past one and six o'clock: in

the morning. Apart from everything else, the phone rang every
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half hour. Finally Army Group clecla;red that they were in a
desparate position and absolutely dependent on the cessation of
hostilities, In the meantime, the news from the various Armies

“had got steadily worse. So T said: "Well and good, if Army

Group can no longer hold out for purely military reasons, then T

can no longer hesitates but on the other hand, I want it to be
perfectly clear that in thet case Army Group will have to bear . -
full responsibility. A1l right, we'll do it". I was exhausted
after everything I had been through and went to sleep, unfortunately
without ascertaining first,. although I really took it for granted,
whether VIETINGHOFF had spoken to HOFER. But he had not done it,
and when HOFER heard the news early next morhing he felt that he

had been tricked by Army Group and got in touch with Field Marshal
KESSEIRING,  KESSELRING was furious and agreed to go and see HOFER on
his estates S : ,

In MU'NIGH .I..

Tn the meantime, while we had been away, he had become Supreme‘

Qommander in Chief for our Army Group and Army Group SOUTH-EAST as

well. - An appointment which, pleasing as it seemed at first, later
had the most catastrophic consequences ...

When I last went to BERLIN I called in on KESSEIRING on the vwa,y
and made our position perfectly clear to him and tried to find out

. vwhat his attitude would be, He made a very good impression on me

and scemed quite ready to fall in with our plans, provided that the

~ thing was done openly, either with the consent of the FUEHRER, or

after his death, He didn't want any conflicts, or anything that
would mean breaking our oath.. Knowing KESSEIRING as I do, I was

able to see that he would have liked to Pall in with our plans, and
that he might even have been quite glad if' someone took the matter
out of his hands; but he himself, both then and afterwards, wanted.
to keep a clean record. T realised that thére might be a way of
achieving something, Well, I went on to BERLIN then and got a fairly
clear picture of the position, Before I left agoin I sent DOLLMANN
end my other adjutant WIBSEL (?) to KESSEIRING. 1 had put WIESEL
into the picture first, admittedly only in broad outlines - you know
his way, he's a Franconian and they're all like that, very polite, -
very friendly, very particular about form - not 1ike the Swabilans who
always like to use brute force. Well, he understood what it was

all about, without knowing every detail or even the fact that WENNER
ond SCHWEINITZ had already gote off with authority to conclude the
negotiations,  They didn't tell KESSETRING that at all, because he
was very nervous of the whole thing and we had no intention of ,
burdening him with all the facts, especially as officially it was not
within his. province. However, they Jjust hinted at the true state

of affairs. Well, when they came back they told me and everybody else
that the Field Marshal was highly pleased and thought it marvellous
that in the meantime I had had the courage to present all these facts
to the FUEHRER, who very seldom learnt the truth about anything that
was going on. Well, we all felt that things were going very well
indeed, when HOFER got in touch with KESSEIRING and poisoned his mind
against us by some accusations - I don't know what they were = and
amongst other things revealed all the things to him which he had
sworn by a so;Lemn cath to keep to himself. He betrayed everything,
including the facts that our representatives were on their way with . .

"plenary powers to conclude-a treaty. Under some prekext of getting

KES‘SEIiRﬁ\TG'to inspect his estate he got him to come dovm there and.
again did everything to incite him against us. Unfortunately, the
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- Group commander, who had always been very mich against
' ROETTIGER, MOLL and SCHWEINITZ, also arrived at HOFER's place,

or was summoned there by him, and also helped to put KBSSEIRING
against us. The re sult was that KESSELRING was infuriated and,

a thing he had never done before, without ringing me up oY ask-
ing me what was happening, he summoned VIETINGHCFF, gave him a
tremendous dressing down, and relieved both him and ROETTIGER of

. their commends.  VIETINGHOFF returned immediately with his -
successor, the infantry general SCHULZ - just a plain, straight-
forward soldier, holder of the Osk Leaves with Swords. SCHULZ's
Chief of Staff was Major Ceneral MENZEL who used to be with the
Uth Army. '§CHULZ, MENZEL and the sacked VIETINGHOFF returned
to headquarters, and there did not appear to be much one oould dos
We had arranged previously - after we had been isolated and when
we realised that we should have to act independently, as the
REICH virtually no longer existed and the government could no-
longer give us support or orders - we had made an arrangement
amongst ourselves Hhot if any of us should be replaced by & .
successor, he would be taken aside, acquainted with the facts and
asked vhether he would co-operate with us in this matter or not.
If not, he was to be very politely but purposefully put on side
as long as was necessary to conclude the negotiations.. That is what
had been decided on, and we had shaken hends on ite  What did
VIETINGHOFF do ? -~ He came back ard formally handed over %o SCHULZ,
snd oll abtempts to keep him to his promises failed, to say: look
here, you can't turn your back on us now and refuse to honour the
signature -of your representatives - He disappeared - his courags

- had given out completely, just as it had done once before when he
had also betrayed me, and ROETTIGER and I were left alone with the
new Commander in Chief, 1 now tried very carefully to bring him
into the plot. He appreciated the military and political situation
‘very- intelligently and even agreed with my estimate of it, but 'he
refused point-blank, as he had been ordered to do by KESSEIRING, to
take any action whatsoever without KESSELRING's consent. So there
we were. KESSELRING did not telephone; I tried to get in touch
with him, but although I got through to his headquarters hs had nme
told that he was not. availablee Tt was impossible to establish
contact with him, So now we had to think what to do nexts In the
meantime, in the course of this night, VENNER and SCHWEINITZ arrived

- after a difficult Journeye. Signaels that had been despatched by
Pield Marshall ALEXANDER saying that they had concluded an honourahle
armistice and asking whether we would honour the terms, hed been '
undecipherable, so that we had 4o wait till they finally arrived before
we could send our reply. They arrived during the night of the 30th .
April at about half past twelve, completely exhausteds We made them
tell us the whole story and conferred right through the night;. and
in the morning, between six and half past, we came to the following

" conclusions:— That it was of no use; SCHULZ wouldn't play
VIETINGHOFF ha gone off and 1t was impossible to get hold of him;
if the signature of VIETINGHOFE! s representative wasn't honoured,
then the whole geme would be up, the capitulation would fall through,
and in that case the last vestige of our owm personal reputation ‘
with the Anglo-Americans would be gone; all our hopes of a future
active part in the reconstruction would be ruined, and the same
applied to the political gome that was involved; that it would be
madness not to conclude the negotiations; and that therefore we Would
take -action. - hnd in the morning - that's to say, half an hour

later, when they woke.up - SOHULZ ahd MENZEL would be taken aside and ‘r.

put under arrest, - No sooner said than done,  They were taken into
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"honourable custody" (Ehrenhaft) +ill four o'clock in the afternoon
and therefore ceased to play any practical part. It wasn't with-
out danger of course. After that had been done we ourselves dis-
connected our televhones so that Supreme Command would be unable to
set in touch with us. :

ROETTIGER wes still with you ?

Yes, So far, so good. A froop of officers was patrolling the
place to suard SCHULZ. Then NAUMANN (?) raised all sorts of objec-
tions and we had to arrest him tco. The atmosphere had become very
unoleasant and I expected the whole show to collapse at any mornent.,
The night before, when we had come to our decision, Colonels BEELITZ
and RUNKEL, Chiefs of Staff of the 10th and 14th Armies, had assured
us that their commanders would support us to the end; but suddenly
when they heard that we had put SCHULZ under arrest, they decided not
to give their support, because, they said, the whole thing was

‘illegal and they could not approve of such an act.,  Then ROETTIGER

broke down, and the whole trio packed up. ROETTIGER was in such a
state that I had to hurry down from my quarters to prevent him from
blowing out his brains., Then I sat down to lunch with SCHULZ and
MENZEL and for two whole hours explained to them what it was all about
and what was at stake, I told them that we could not carry cn as

we were, and asked them whether they didn't want to join us again
volunbarily, T told them that this was an opportunity for them to
do their duty by their Fatherland and that they had already hinted to

" me that they did not lack understending for my plans; that their

judgement of our positions was very similar to mine; and whether they
would not now join me in presenting these views in the strongest '
possible form to the Field Marshal, At last I got them so far that

they said that they were prepared to acknowledge the honourable motives -

which had guided my action, although thsy themselves had been bitterly

" hurt by it - they had arrived on one day and on the next day they had

been put under arrest. After a great deal more talk they atlast
said: "All right, we are with you again, we shall raise mno persocnal
or official objections™., - SCHULZ is actually a very decent and prac-—
tical man, and MENZEL also said that he was at my disposal. I said:
"Look here, my children, don't let's waste any more time, it's
GERMANY that's at stake, and not individuals., You know all these
Army Cormanders, I don't. Please see this thing through with me.
Get in touch with the Commanders and tell them that my orders are

to be strictly carried out™, They rang them up and a conference of
senior commanders was called for 1800 hrs, including Genersl POHL .
and LOEBITSCH and myself ~ that'!s to say, everybody responsible for
this theatre, In the meantime, I got POHL to come, too, and told him
that the capitulation terms were already much less favourable because
of the delay: firstly, because the Russians had made big advances,
secondly, because the English and Americans had advanced, and thirdly
because the concentration camp etrocities had become known.  POHL
was very despondent when he heard all that . and said: "Oh, heavens,
we really are in a mess.. ~And now you've got us into it, too", I
said: "No, POHL, I didn't get you into it, and however difficult
this step may be, you have got to admit that it's the only sensible
and the only wossible way outs - Leave it to me®, He said: "All
right, I'm with you and I'm guite sure that if you let me go to’
LEMELSEN and let me talk to him, I'1l get him over to our side too'.

-In the meantime some of the others had arrived and were arguing one

way and the other and I was worried that MENZEL might change his
mind again, because two uncertain people who've got to make up each
others' minds are hopelesss I said: "Look here, POHL, you've
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_ been so dscent, you won't betray me or stab me in the back, do
your very best to get LEMELSEN on ro our side". And he was &8
good as his WOTller SO as so0n as we'd released SCHULZ and pub
him in commend again, SO that the whole business was above boaxrd,
HERR gave his support, and LEMELSEN and POHL, t00. LOEBITSCH
- was standing in a corner 1ike o weeping willow and said that the
Admiral would never give his consent and no, wWe shouldn't for
heaven's sake force him to do it - all this in his silly, affected
way, 1 let him otand there and treated him as if he didn't
exist,  Especially as I had the three Ariy Commanders and POHD
on my side. I thought ,- never mind LOEBITSCH, we've still got
SCHULZ, In the meantime all the complaints from the Armies arrived..
Some of them had only two guns,. The inf antry had Just about enough .
srmunition to last them one day, with luck; they didn't even have
enough to defend themselves against the partisans in thelr reals
Then all the gentlemen came to the conclusion that the position of
our armies was desparate; that they accepted the arguments put
forward by Obergruppenfuehrer WOLFF and guaranteed +he honourable
acceptance and execution of the terms as they were signed; and that
they would issue the necessary orders to the effect that on the
'followingday, ot 12 o'clock Greenwich Mean Time the Cease Fire
chould be sounded., - But then SOHULZ. seid: ALl right, this is a1l
very well and good, and T agree fully; 1111 see what there is to be
dome.  But without the consent of KESSELRING, no &' = We tried to
get through to KESSELRING:. he wasn't there. Who was there 7 ’

What are we to do now 7 Another iron we had had in the fire, with
the aid of a middle-man b0 KESSELRING ~ BLASGOWITZ (?) = had also
failed, because he was too cowardly and clumsy and too interested in
his own gain, to have the strength and the courage to get KESSELRING
on to our side., And time was passing, It struck eight. We tried

. again to get throughe  No goode Half past eighbs ATEXANDER had
been walting for our confirmation since 12 otclock. It was high
time to let him know, SO that he could give the necessary orders to
his tank spearheads and stop them in time. Nothing happened. At
a quarter past nine there was a signal from ALEXANDER written in &
really very soldierly= and tactful form, "I must again ask for an
urgent decision whether the signatures are +o be honoured or not, as
otherwise it will be impossible to nold up my tenks"e I sent a
signel back: “Will try to let you have decislon By sen ofclock”.
Half past nine. What was T to do ?  Another gsignal to ALEXANDER:

. "Many thanks for tactful reminders Decision will follow within -
next hour"., It struck ten. Tn the meantime I'd again tried %o
get through to KESSELRING at half past nins. With no results 1t
struck eleven and again ALEXANDER's time limit had been éxceedods
We had another discussion and SCHULZ and MENZEL still insisted on
having KESSELRING' s consents  Bub then LEMELSEN, HERR, POHL axnd
myself said: "Well, SCHULZ and MENZEL are again shirking the Lssue,
there seems to be no-one Who has sufficient guts to make an”
independent decision even when it is a question of hundreds and
thousands of soldiers' lives ard of thousands of German familiese -
Therefore we shall make the decision, let them do what they like
about it, and KESSEIRING too", There was a Major von SPITZ -
present when we made this decision, he rolled his eyes with fury,
he was one of those typical wild General Staff officers. At
eleven o'clock, when WESTPHAL had not made good his promise to ,
contact us, my orxders were issued. Orders to my 10th Army, orders

. to my lyth Army, orders to my Air Force, orders to all units of the
S8 in TTALY: "From to-morrow, twelve otolock Greenwioch Mean Time, '
fourteen hours Ttalion time: armistice. Further orders will
follow", The major's eyes bulged out of his nead. So did SCHULZ's.
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At a quarter past eleven the reply telegram was sent to General
ALEXANDER., At half past eleven we were sti1l waiting for word,
Prom KESSELRING - we were all completely finished by then - it was
so pitiful to witness this tragedy of German obedience and the lack
of moral courage and the fear of responsibility. '

Well, then fate hersell come to our help with the news of the
FUEHRER's death. DOCIITZ was to be his successor., DBefore we had
sent the telegram To rucsANDER at about half past nine, when I had

. peen through to WESTPHAL at his headguarters, 1 had implored him, in
the presence of two other generals, to reallse that the situation

was desperate and that so many things were at stake. T had told him
that this was the last chance; but that neither he, nor General
SCHULZ, nor the others, were in a position, or were prepared and
willing to take the responsibility". = There arc four Army commanders
standing here", I said, "who demand that you give one of us the power
to do what is necessary. Not one of us has any personal ambition,
none of us has the intention of seeking the protection of the enemy,
we are prepared to defend our achion and will submit to the Field

" Marshal's judgement,  But this matter must be carried through to

the end. The decision must be made now, otherwise it will be too
late and the fight will go on. Well, then at about a quarter past
eleven came ‘the news of the FUEHRER! s death. We breathed a sigh of
relief. You know, there were tears in our €yes, because after all
the difficulties we had been through and all the wre stling we had

had. to do with so many people, fate had, been kind to us and, accord=
ing to the agreement T had reached with KESSELRING vaen I had last
seen him, had removed the last obstacles Now we could go straight
shead. Bubt what happened ? A message from KESSELRING's head-
quarters: "No, it's out of the question, DOENITZ is, the FUEHRER's
successor, KESSELRING has put himself under his cormand , the fight -
goes on',  As SCHULZ, in spite of this new development still did not
want to support our decision, we became rather more pIre ssing with him,
and suddenly, because he felt himself cornered, he became very angry,
and showed us the door. "Gentlemen', he said, "up to now I have used .
a comradely tone, I have given my conditional consent to. your decision,
T have tried to make the best of a bad bargain. But don't forget

the scandalous way in which 1 was treated this morning and that in
spite of it I gave you my moral supporb., I was ready to fall in with your
ideasi” . But I am bound to obedience. The Field Marshal especilally
told me that he trusted me and 1 cannot abuse his trust. I cannot
snd may not, you have got to understand that, How dare you come

here and bribe me ard bring pressure to bear on me. Now get out of
here, I'm tired of this, do you understand ? I'm gtill the Supreme
Commandeyr in this place. If you choose to go your Own Way, well and
good; but then it's on your own responsibility; end for God's sake
don't expect me to do the same'. And then he showed us out. Ve
lost our temper and told him Yo go to hell. and proceeded to get out

. ourselves. In the meantime, the passage leading from the house to

the tunnél was absolutely swarming with people, officers were sbanding
guard everywhere and were preparing to barricade off the tunnel and
take everybody inside - that's to say, us as well =~ prisoner, :
Bvidently SCHULZ had betrayed the fact that we had already given
orders for the cease fire, Now the question was how to get outs Ve
got out through the Pack and side doors, which I happened to knowe A1l
my men and the others who had supported me got out semehow and we
returned to my castle, ROETTIGER and his secretary, who had walked up
in the rain without bat and coat, eventually arrived too, completely
sosked, In the meantime an order had been given for POHL's arrest.
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DESSLOCH, the Col. General of the 6th (?) Air Fleet, had bele-—.
phoned POHL's Gl and ordered him to arrest his gemeral. :
Fortunately the Gl was a very decent chap and did nothing of the
‘sort. POHL céme up to my castle and put himself under my pro=
tection, and later he and IEMELSEN. drove, off to the latter's

“headquarters, - Then it became apparent that new orders were

out for the arrest of VIETINGHOFF, ROETTIGER and General KAEMFF,
the signals officer who had disconnected our commnications, and
MOLL. When we realised that we were all to be arrested we wenth

“4ndoors and I ordered uy tanks and my assaulbt troops to assembla o

to defend me, The Army Commanders, who had really intended to
spend the night with me, drove off in a great hurry to get back

4o their armies, under whose protection they would feel more safee

I was implored to escaps as well, everybody told me it was not

eafe to remain so close to the paratroops, who by calling in their
umits could assemble a whole division in that area, 1 had no
chances ageinst them with my seven tanks and two hundred end fifty
men, I should only get them shot to pieces, and I should have to
escape., But I wanted to stey. Well, then, at two otclock, as
o3l the excitement was mounting 4o fever pitch and our emergenay
luggage was standing in the hall ready and packed for flight -

into the middle of all that, came a. phone call from KESSELRING.
This comversation lasted for two whole hours during which I implored
KESSEIRING again and again to see reason and once more explained the
whole position to him. All to mo avail. KOSSELRING was furious
end stormed at me "How dare you do enything of the sort, you are not
only tearing my own Army Group to pieces, but owing to +this wilful
and egoistic action on the part of Armmy Group SCUTH-WEST, which Just
deoides to give up the fight,you are tearing all my defensive plans
to pieces and causing the whole carefully built up edifice to

Y

totter®, = I'eail: Throe:timés in these past months I have offered ny
help, and that of my Armies, to you and to the REICH, and if you :
had made use of this offef a lot of human blood need not have flowed
and a great deal of destruction would have been avoideds Here in
TTALY things cannot go on any longers Ve hear the responsibility-
for our actions, and I can assure you that it was in your interests
as well. I could even, if you gave me your perission, get the same

terms of surrender for Army Groups Gand SOUTH-EAST, I need only

‘send out a signal and the thing is done,  And moreover, you seem to

have completely forgotten that I kept you in the picture £rom the
very beginning and told you exactly what our position was, although
T had no reason for doing so.  You knew what was at stake, and now
you stab us in the back by removing VIETINGHOFF. Itts out of the
question that the agreements we have made should not be honoured;
we have teken action and we are ready to- stand by it and we are at
the same time willing to submit to your judgement later,  Butb
fPirst this thing has got to be carried through to the end. T am
convinced history will vindicate us, ~ Also, 1 don't think you
ought to forget that so far you have always done well to follow my .
advice, You will do well to do so again this time. You don't
seem to realise what is at stake".  Then he asked me "Ts the result
of the capitulation that you are to return to the REICH, and

immedistely, together with Anglo-American units, continue the fight

against RUSSIA ?" I said: "Field Marshal, I don't kbow whether
your thoughts are running awaey with you, but as far as that thought
is concerned, it's entirely out of the question, T have at least

been able to conclude the negotiations under the best conditions

possibj..e with the Anglo~Americens = admittedly in the presence of
2 Russian, but he simply stood there and neither signed, nor spoke
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s single word. I have managed to save a iot of my men; they

won't po to SIBERTA or to the BALKANS or to NORTH AFRICA or heaven
knows where else; and T could probebly do the same for many -of the
others, The question is whether you will be able to answer fo
hisgtory or to our enemies for contimuing the fight after our Lines .
have collapsed. Particularly mow that the death of the FUEHRER

has become knovwm and you, too, are released from your oath, it is
your duty to refuse to trensfer this oath to any other Persoll No
oath of personal loyalty is transferable, anyway. T am not in the
1east interested in Herr DOENITZ, I feel in no way bound O
obedience to Herr DOENITZ,  Herr DOENITZ means less than nothing

to me. Whoever goes on Fighting now is the preatest of war criminals;
to go on is irresponsibility itself. It is a highly debatable
question whether the FUBHRER's final battle had to be fought in
BERLIN, and whether the whole population, the women and the innocent
children, had to be sacrificed for this piece of Qheap herolsm ~
whether it was Jjustifiable "that the whole town should have been
destroyede T+ is a matter for history to judge whether it would
not have been possible for him to go fifty kilometres to the East or
to the West and to fight and £all there, or whether it had to be
BERLIN, . But even if you believe that he was justified, even if you
didn't feel that his action there released you from your oath ~ you
are released now by bis death. And if you donft act now, then I
went you to relailse that you are one of the bigpest and worst war
oriminals of all time.  That it what I have to tell you's Well,
that seemed %o put the wind up him at last. It lasted. for two
hours and I was absolutely finished, At times WENNER hed had to
speak for me, because it was a frightfully bad connection, and all
the more difficult to hear anything because MENZEL and SCHULZ, and -
every single telephone exchange were listening in to this highly
interesting conversation and refused to get off the line. Well, half .
an hour later SCHULZ rang me Up, by that time I didn't care a damn -
what he had to say. The Tield Marshal had rung him up and given him
permission for the confirmation of the terms of surrendel.

Before KESSEIRING's oall had come through,. at about half past one,
1 had sent another signal %o AIEXANDER and made it quite olear to him
that although, as a result of HOFER's betrayal, KESSEIRING had deprived
VIETINGHOFE of his command and he was not therefore in a position to
honour the signature of his representative, the General Officers
Commanding the 10th and Uth Armies and POHL and myself had given the -
order for the cease fire on our oWl responsibility and in spite of '
KESSEIRING! s opposition. I had informed him that there were orders
out for our arrest and that although we were determined to carry oub
his temms, our own lives were in danger and there was gtill doubt as
to whether our orders would be cbeyed. At half past four T was able

4o send him another signel %o say that the terms would be honoured,

and then I fell imto an exhausted sleeps : '

Every action I took during all-this time T took knowingly and I
feel certain that history wi.ll prove me right. KESSELRING, of course,
contimed the fight for another week and then had to do ‘exactly the
sams, and under Worse conditions than I could have got for him,
However, I think he realised his mistake, because for nmy birthdsy on
the 13th of May he sent me the friendliest possible greetingse

e ere e e 00 00000 00000 o
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. When Lieut-Commander KLAPS showed unwillingness to answer - 1.0s'’
" questions 8BS Obergruppenfuchrer WOLFF undertook. to talk to lim and tell him
that he must do so.. The conversation reproduced in this report shows how
he daid this. ' :

Per.sonélitiesmen'bioned in the text.

FPP von - SA Obergruppenfushror Roichsstatthalter
o for BAVARTA.
FEGELEIN SS Gruppenfuchrer. LO to Reichsfuehrér

S8 at HITLER's GHQ.: - '

HEWEL , 88 Brigadefuchror, Chicf of the

o Personal Staff of the Reich ifinistor
for Foreign Affairs, Plonipotentisry
of the Foreign Office with HITLER.

HOFER ' e . 8A Obergruppenfuchrer., Gaulciter of
Reichsgaw TIROL=VORARLIZRG.

KAPPLER : 88 Obersturmbannfuehrer. LO. to.
: - Italian Police, Formerly 0C Sipo und
SD Einsatzkommando ROME.

KRANEBITTER 58 Stwerbonnfuchrer, Hood of
TRAEN ' : German Ambassa.dbi‘ to. the Fascist
: Republican Governmont.
SCHUSTER , Gordinal. Archbishop of HITAN.
VIETINGHOFF oL Gonorsl, C-in-C SOUTH-WEST until

shortly before the capitulation.

Conversation held _' on 21 My L5

WOLEF : 1 understand so well how you arce fecling, beoouse I had more .

or less the some conflict with my conscience mysclf, and T still
¢ hawve., I shall have to digress o little so that you can understand

why I think it nccessary that you should come to cleor terms with
your conscicnce, and at least in a certain, shall we say, limited
degroec meet thelr demands, The world collapsc after the last
war woe terrible, I remained o rogular till 1920, becouse I ha
been assured that I should be given a vacant posting, but when
my former commanders could not rotain me ony longer, I ceme out,
because I was the youngest, and my mother was in a position to
give me an cducation cr allow me to study. It was years before
I stopped wanting to 1isten to thes German National Anthem, but
in the cnd I came to feel that way becouse of the Social
Democrots and because it was all such.a bitter disaeppointment.

KLAPS : Tt wos the same with me, I was in the Austrian Novy in the
last war. o
WOLFE : Then you know vhat it wes 1ike. Then pcoplc pulled them-

selves together and took up the battle again of their own accord.,
because they felt that things were not right, ond that this heldf
and half business could not go on ~ the timc had come for a clear
aeeision, either Communism or National Socialism - something

~ would have to hoppen., In the meontime I had acquired & business

of ry own, put everything I had into it, and of coursc
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suffercd under the seme boycott as all tho others - I had put
ny Last penny into it, willingly end confidently. - I was glad
T +took.the one ond only S5 course ot the SA Commanders. School

o. year before the coming to power, and on Iy own accord swore
loyalty to thc F , and did not wait till later when there
was alrcady something to inherit and appointnents were to be '
had, After the coming to power I was appointed Adjutant to

- General von EPP by the Reichsfuchrer SS,who had met me at the

Cormanders School, and three months later, in iay, slmost

exactly twelve years dgo, the Reichsfuchrer took me on as his

own Adjutant and later made me his chief Adjutant, and in the
new year 1 became chicf of his porsonal staff. I can honestly
say that I volunteered again for service for GERMANY because I
belicved that every decent available man ought to scrve this new
GERMANY that was being born, and as I had been in the Guards in
the last war I was glad to be scrving this time too in the

elitc of the Hovement, the 88. ALl my activities were for that
end, and if therc is cnyone who happens to know me and ry work as
chief of personal staff of the Reichsfuchrer, he will know that my
work was of a. positive nature, and, thenk God, had nothing to do
with policc matters; on the contrary, I was in the fortunate

position, in my capacity as constant and trusted adviser to the

‘Reichsfushrer, to clerify and settle all cases of injustice or

wnfair treatment.

I tell you quite honestly, that up to the end of Januory of this

yeor I still believed in victory, on the grounds of the promises
thot the FURHRER had made, which he spread through GOEBBELS, and
the promises which coume from the Ministry of Defence; I thought
that we werc engaged in a terrible struggle agoinst time until
our improved Alr Force was ready, and our superior naval units,
because our U-boats were going into action agein, as you know,
and sbove oll I believed in all the new secret weapons which were
rmch better and more effective than the V-2, and in our
counter-offensive, It was only at the end of January that I
realised the rottemness of our position, after T had spoken o
somo friends of mine in the Leibstendarte who had been in the
West sector of the ARDENNES offensive. They told me that

3,000 aircraft had becn promised to take part in the offensive,
snd that they had in fact not seen a single one of them because
the enemy hed succeeded in putting up an. wibrella over the RHEINE
and none of our aircraft was able to get away from thelr

superior new types. After that T grew very impatient and went %o
the Reichsfuchrer's GHQ, on 4th February, and asked him what there

was to be done sbout withdrawing. However, I received no

definite information, and requested the Reichsfuehrer to arrange
an interview for me with the FUEHEER so that I could make a
clean breast of my difficulties end My vielw of the situation.

I proceeded to the FUEHRER's GHQ, and made 2 report on the

situation., RIBBENTROP was there, and so were Gruppenfuchrer

FEGELEIN end the Ambassador HEWEL, I told thc FUEHRER
everything, and represented to him among other things that an
increasing nuiber of feelers were being put out to me from the .
Allies, partly through the Chutch in Cardinal SCHUSTER, end all
the rest of it, snd suggested to him that this time the offer
should not be turned down, as before, but that one should listen
to vwhat they had to offer. T said "My FUEHRER, I know, it is
obvious from intorrogations for onc thing and from evidence I
have from my perticuler field, that there are naturally '
differences among these urnatural Allies, but please do not be
offended if I soy that I do not belicve the Alliance will split
up of itself without our own active intervention, Before that
happens we shall be dead or boaten to the ground, ond that st
not heppen - we st do something first."  The FUEHRER, who
nevertheless did not agree with talk of this kind because he was
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afraid that something migh\t'get to the ears of the troops and 80
seriously impair their will to fight, was VOIy mice to me on this
occasion, and Very frank, because T had presented the casc to him
in a calm, reasonable manner, and both RIBBENTROP and I inferred
from the fact that he appearcd to agree in general with what I had
said that he was authorising thet something should be attempted,
though without giving any specific dircectives. .

RTBBENTROP then took the -matter up in his own way, through
officisl channcls, Perhaps 'you'hé.ve heard of the HESSE affair in
STOCKHOLM? RIBBENTROP sent an emissary HRGSE of the Foreign 0ffice
to STOCKHOLM, and HESSE pumped S0mS unknown secretary’ of the
British Legation to try to get into touch with the right querters
through him. of course the result wos that the Aamericens
realised something was in the wind, and so did the Russians, 80
that in the Pirst ploce there wore jealousics started among the
Allies and in the second place they were not ready to negotiate
wAith RIBBENTROP or with the official German Government - they saw

" 4in RIBRBENTROP, in any co8€, +he moin responsibility for the war
becouse he had kept the FUEHRER wrongly informed.

9o rmech for that. Now for my own cfforts. 0f course DULLES,
ROOSEVELT! s specilel réprosentative in SWITZERLAND, had noticed with
interest that since I arrived in this theatre on 9th Septenber L3
there was nonc of the usvael prutal, hateful round of shooting of
hostages and executlons, srrests and bloodshed, such as went on
in FRANCE, BELGIUMN, HOLIAND, NORWAY and in the RUSSIAN terr-
itorics; and he had noticed that I put down strikes without
recourse to bloodshed. T had to deal with threc general
strikes, with 300,000 workers involved, in TURTN, MILAN and
cENOA (?), and T put them down by granting demands which were
socislly Justified, without eny shooting, though I could have
done so; 1 merely had the ringleaders rounded up and arrested.
He nociced that there was 1O concentration camp and that. nothing
ever happencd that could be compared in any Wy with what is
causing the hubbub in GERMANY at the present time, and that in
foot T had followed a different 1ine entirely. Accordingly he
sent people to get in touch with me, and I acted on ny own
responsibility, as T had scen that the people up there in BERLIV .
no longer had their feet planted on the ground, and -that they
were forcing themselves to believe by deliberate optimism that
21l was not yet lost. I carried on negotiations, with constant
danger to myself, and the result was. Pinally that I hed two
interviews in iarch, one with the Reichsfuehrer and one with the

. FUBHRER himself, about the promises mede by DULLES, ATEXANDER ,
ond BEISENHOWER, which ceme Lo a head before the big of fensive
opencd in ITALY. T4 wos above 21l made clear, because- that had
been agreed upon among the Big Three, that there would have to be
unconditional surrcnder, but on the other hand We should not be
token into ceptivity but would be allowed to withdrow freely and
retain sidearms and probebly also light weapons; in view of our
hopeless position that was the moximua, I don! t need to tell yous

- that we could obtain from them. The FUBHRER wos very pleased
in one way = of course'l personally had to take my life in uy
hands on thcse two oocasions, because actually what I had done,
opening negotiations with the enemy without the assent of the
FUEHRER, could be interpreted as high treason and might have led
to a court mertial ond excoution, or at any rate to imprisomment,
Thank God, I was held in such personal esteem that they did not
do the. first, and they did not have the courage to imprison me
oither, because everybthing in GERMANY was run on half and half
lines. I was told "Yes, well, nothing final hes been AoNG eee
T was given no plensry powers, was N0t au noriged to do :
anything officially, but on the other hand - "Carry on, keep the
doors still open for negotiation, because they are the only
doors aveilable to us,." : -
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After that HIMMLER began things, ond tried to achicve some=-
thing through Count BERNADOTTE in SWEDEN, thoush he mst have
‘been fully awere of the fact that with a mon so loaded with
propaganda. as HIGLER no Englishmen oX American would ever sit
down at the same teble and enter into negotiations, but would
rofuse to have anything to do with hin., In that way valuchle
time wos lost, and to all “intents and purposes the channel which
T had opened was not uscd. There was therefore nothing else for
me to do, when I saw that there was nothing morce to hope for from
BERLIN, and after thet the FUEHRER hnd said to we on 18th April, when
discussing the military situation on both fronts; he told me that
ne could keep open for another two months a line through PRAGUE
up to BERLIN. Well, I soid to myself, when the gods strike and
wish to destroy someone they strike him with blindness. I
came back from sccing the FUEHRER, and the situation was 80
tense that I implored Colonel General von VIETINGHOFF, whom I
had always kept informed, like Ficld Marshol KESSELRING, of the
general developments, and olso the Arbassador RAHN, in his
copacity as State Plenipotontiary, ond Cauleiter HOFER,to cotile
to terms at least with rogord to the hord-pressed Army Group
SOUTH~WEST, It will be cstoblished later that I delayed for
threc wecks if not longer the big offenisve in this theatre which
wes ready to be mounted, wecause they were hoping to be diven our
ormics intoct on a silver platter. Wy wholso policv was bascd on
preventing Purther destruction in the North Italion:theatre,
including the orea round GENOA and TRIESTE, which would have been >
quite pointless, since it could no longer alter. the course of the
wor and would only have caused further hatred and difficulties
for us. ' ' )

hocordingly I concluded the negotiations. Tt was an extrenely
drematic story. The Americans announced it in their communique of
7th Mey, but it gove only a fraction of the real difficulti?os.

- My family were held virtually as hostages in GERMANY, and they wore
in deadly donger because T had risked my life rive times for the
higher purpose of putting an end to this cbstinate wrong-minded
dhedience to orders, end to prevent the dostruction of any moro
tovns for which the FUEHRER saw-no end but death along with a
hendful of his trusty followers, who also hed no prospect but
to die. He should have died outside BERLIN, at KUESTRIN or
FRANKFORT, not in a city of millions of inhabitants, with
hundreds of thousonds of innocent women and children. Bub there
was nothing to be donc about it, cveryone stuck by his oath.

But that is no protcction for them - "We have our orders from the
FUEHRER, end we arc bound by our oath," There is something
nigher then that. That is mo protection for any. Arry Commander,
because: wo had here for instance the lives of alwost a

million men for which we werc responsible in ArTy Group SOUTH=-
WEST, and besides that is surely a one-sided form of loyalty,
because after oll whercas we Sworc an oath of loyalty to the
FUEIRER, so did he swear to the President of the Reich to serve
the well-being of the people. That well-being no longer
existed, the mon was no longer in the right, and rather than
send a million soldiers %o needless slaughter, I concluded the
surrender, under hoir-roising difficultles. - _

iy intention was not only to put an end to further senseless
resistance on the battlefiecld, put after so meny failures and
disappointments I was also anxious thet there should be a
reasonshle cooperation on our part in the political field as
well after the cossation of hostilitics, and I did not went that
to be obstructed. .1 don't need to remind you of the chaos.

‘The war has been decided, and we have 1o intention of beglnning
another within any period we can conceive. I do not think we
want our hsustrion ond Germon Patherlonds to-become battlefields
in the third World Wer, ond our people to becoume cannonfodder .
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between the two Sroups, between ASLA and Bolshevisn and
Socialism on the one hand, and the democratic and Lliberal

powers on the other. Tt is altogether clear that we must now

do everything to see that the zood will that the Allies have =
quite epart from the understandsble and just punishuent of

the real war criminals -, well to persist in being obdurate can
only irritate them, and stir up the rmistrust of the Jews and

the Germanophobes, and increase it. These peoplc here are
afraid that we shall begin work agsin after o certain time, four
weeks, four wmontis, perhops, end that there are certain nets that
we are not willing to disclose. T4 i of the very greatest
importance that the atmospherce should be cleared and that .'
mistrust on their side should disappear, snd that the good will of
a1l decent people to make zood what can be made good after
having lost a war and been. the losers in a tremendous game =
after all, you are interested in the preservation of the
territory and the cconomic and political institutions of your
justrian Fatherland, T should like to recormend to you on

* these grounds,or I am prepored, if it would help o relieve your -

moral conflict, not to request you as & friend who happens

to be scnior to. you in rank, put to give you an order as your
commanding general. I would gilve up Wy ovn 1ifec with pleasure
or sacrifice my frecdom to the énd of my deys if I could prevent
the fate of our Homeland by doing so, but it cannot be '
prevented. I reslise that tho conflict you arce goingd throughy is
that of an nonest man ond officer, vho refuses to betrs) his
comrades. Believe me, I have gone throush the seme thing '
ryself, T was. asked to zive the whereabouts of a certain

wornn, end it heppened that. I had been a gucst in her house,

~even if several years 2£C. T mode the people realise that,

and fortunately on this occasion I was able to refuse to tell
them. In the meantime, as olwoys happens, they found out where
she was, through the statement of someone clse or other means,
and so I was able to keep my hands clean, I had a terrible
struggle with ry comscience. Thet is why I understand so well
your own feelings. But I must ask you, @nd can recomend. you =
or, if you feel “that would be a protection for you, 1 am
prepored to give you & stetement in writing saying that I have
given you a definite order bto talk. Then, provided good will is
shown - you can tell them a few names, which you can sive with a
really zood consclence, so that we can be free of the matters.

Your sacrifice, and your decency in refusing to say anything

for the sake of the others, are putting you and we(?) in an

inconceivable position, really inconceiveble,  These people here
only see in this a sign of bad feith, ond that is why I should
1ike to do overything I can to lishten your conflict and show
you the only proper path to follow, and the one waich counter
bolances, shoall we S0, the intercsts of your Fatherland and of
your corrades. - You will not be endangering or herming them in
voin, because by your present attitude you arc actually doing
harm in the other direction. Tou st consider iy own C2asC, how
T was also bound by my Sensc of loyolty and conradeship Fowards the

‘TFuechrer, who had always been extremely pleasant and friendly to

me, but there are certain sitvations in which one wmust consider
one's responsibility towards the larger issus, even vihen it zoes

5o hord against one's humen end personal feelings. As to what you
remerber now, and what you can tell thom, I leave that o your
consciencc,. S

Yes, I see.

"But of course once you have 4old them one or two things, you
will feel relieved of your  burden.
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Yes, and they told me that the mon won't be shot, but that
they will be well~treated, mercly taken into custody, with
froedom of movement, '

T can tell you one thing, that all the promises vihich Field
Marshal ALEXANDER and DULLES made to me have not only been
carried out, but they have done faor more than they needed, and -

far more than I had expected, in the spirit of gentlemonly fair

play. TVWhen I was surrounded by the Partisans at CHRNOBBIO they
arranged for me to get away through SWITZERLAND and so down to
BOLZANO. Mese gentlemen's word is worth more than a proper
agreexent with more j.ndifferen‘b partics. You see, we must, in
my opinion, put an end to the matter. One or two of my men
coumitted blunders, for instance the shooting of the 320
hostages in ROME last year = you have probably heard the namo

of KiPPLER? Well, KAPPLIR hod the chance, if he carcd %o take
it, of going into the mountains round BOLZANO and disappearing, .
with money and a false identity document and rotions, but he did
not do so, he faced the situation clearly, and I think that like
TRANEBITTER and one or two others I had not counted on he did
the onc correct thing open to him. He will be granted the full
crcdit for that, and I believe that he will be trcated with
indulgence. If he is not, then he will still have a botter
existence than if he was running around in the mountains,

Yes, I see.

I am of the opinion that we have lost the war, and that we
must now put all our cerds on the table, I have done soO myself,

- gince T had nothing more to save or to conceal, and I have come

out of it splendidly.
Yes, Sir; You sec, ot first I told them that I could never
give away service catters, but probably it will protect the
men themselves, :
Exactly so.
Moy I have & written order from you then, Sir, to _this effect 7 |
Certainly. I must first be assured Jv;éﬁ" how the men will
be treated, so that I can nive you the order with a good
conscience, and then when you have the order, you are to tell
then “ﬁ.’ha't they want to know., .

T am very indebted to you, Sirs

There is no need to thank me. Good. luck.




