“So, who was right, then?”

in january 1995 the French news magazine
L'Express reported that Auschwitz staff now
admitted that the gas-chamber known as
“Krema [Crematorium] I” (the one still
shown to visitors) had in fact been erected in
1948 by Polish communists for the foreign
tourists’ benefit. Fred Leuchter had already
demonstrated the deception in 1988.

British historian David Irving (*The De-
struction of Dresden”) spread word of this
extraordinary admission in 20,000 postcards
mailed to German notables by his worldwide
circle of friends. This endeavour earned him
yet another mention in dispatches by Berlin’s
Office for the Protection of the Constitution
(he had already been outlawed from Germa-
ny “in the German national interest” in No-
vember 1993).

In his January 2000 London libel action
against the US history
teacher Deborah Lipstadt,
Mr Irving adopted the
following positions —
strongly differing from
those of Germany’s con-
formist historians: The
real number of Jews dying in Auschwitz
(“four million”) had been exaggerated ten-
fold; none whatever had been gassed in the
big underground Kremas Il and I1I; and key
historical records had been faked.

For this “incorrigible falsification of histo-
ry” his case was dismissed by Mr Justice Gray
with an annihilating Judgment. On May 21,

2002 Irving’s final appeal was denied, and
pursuant to the English legal system his home
of 34 years and his entire property and records
were seized two days later.

Now the cruel irony: That same month,
- May 2002, buried deep in
the learned journal
- Osteuropa (president:
| former German Parlia-
. { mentary Speaker Dr Rita
¢ Sussmuth) there ap-
peared a lengthy paper by
the leftist historian Dr Fritjof Meyer (left), a
managing editor of Der Spiegel for 34 years
(title: *The death-toll at Auschwitz. New facts
from new archival finds.”)

Says Meyer, in accord with Lipstadt’s chief
expert witness Prof. Robert Van Pelt: “The
actual genocide probably took place outside
the camp site, in two converted farmhouses.”
Moreover: The figures had been exaggerated
— as recently as 1989 Auschwitz staff were
threatened with instant dismissal if they ex-
pressed doubts about them. And: To cover up
“discrepancies” the late Prof. Martin Broszat
had rewritten and doctored vital sentences
in the memoirs of executed camp comman-
dant Rudolf Hoss before his Institute of Con-
temporary History officially published them.
(Broszat of course had neither his home nor
his property seized).

Thanks to David Irving, Real History will
one day eventually win through. No thanks
to Germany’s historians, incidentally. H
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